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C o n twiNTER LOSSES ANOERIMANAGEMENT

Concluded that ALL beehives out
to be treated with oxalic sublima-
tion one time only during the
broodless period in the winter
(Novembseii January). Beekeep-
ers should not open hives in the
winter, therefore, beekeepers
ought to just treat all their hives
without mite testing and this is a
perfectly acceptable practice.
One winter treatment with Oxalic
Vapor Sublimation when the hive
cluster is o0loo
side temperature or warmer) kills
close to 100% of the mites. If all
beekeepers in Cowichan were to
practice Oxalic sublimation during
the broodless period between No
vember and January, beekeeper:
will eliminate all the mites at the
same time in our community. Th
rationale for advocating for one
common treatment in the winter i
that beekeepers will reduce a net
for more treatment in the spring,
summer and fall to keep beehive!
alive. Beekeepers will be much
more effective at killing mites whe
there is no capped brood becaus
mites can hide, and survive, unde
the wax with young brood.

A reason for advocating for every
Beekeeper in Cowichan to do on
winter treatment when it is warm,
because beekeepers will inhibit tl

cross contamination between api
ies.

Here is an example with unsyr
chronized mite treatments:

July because 0

robbed mites f

A6 in June.
This hypothetical scenario is simpli
fied and this scenario is meant to
illustrate the importance of keep-
ing mites in check or a neighbor-
hood mite infestation cycle can
occur between 2 hypothetical api-
aries. In Cowichan we know that
there is a serious problem with
honey bee health issues because
beekeepers are not
addressing this mite pandemic.
We have the winter survival rates
and survey results to prove that
more than 1/2 of our hives are
dying and most of this reason is
due to mites.

The OoOMite Trea
plan is aimed at promoting a few,
but effective treatments. if
Beekeepers treat one time in the
winter, when honey bees are not
flying far, we will have addressed
this crossontamination problem
that occurs in the spring, summer
and fall. If further treatment is
needed in the summer, hive man-
agement with brood breaks and
queen rearing can be incorpo-
rated without chemical or organic
acids if mite levels are not at the
threshold. Treating hives only
when necessary in the summer is
important. Understanding alcohol
wash or sugar roll is equally im-
portant for maintaining hive
heal t h. Dondt t
dondt need t o, b
need to treat in the spring, summe
and fall!
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easy things to talk about or to
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BITS & PIECES

U of Guelph

Installing a Nuc

https://
www.youtube.co
m/watch?
v=5mOXm1DChy,
1&t=12s

Each apiary,
Including those
Your home proper
Are required to have

Cont act # %of@u@lp%t e d
For emergencies

Colony Inspection

https://
www.youtube.co
m/watch?
v=tlgXDInZUoE

Keep your
frames tight to-
gether, leaving t
excess space

along the sides to
prevent bees fro
building bridge
comb
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The Next Meeting is REGISTRATIONS
April 21st

BE A GUESTEé

At present, Etransfers can beA family registration NOT A MEMBER?
accepted at Cowichanbee- $32.consists of 1or 2 adults

keepers@gmail.com or by  plus minor children within

mailing a cheque (please do the same household. A YOU ARE WELCOME TO

not mail cash) to: single membership is ATTEND 2 MEETINGS

. $20.00
Cowichan Beekeepers
PO Box 413 o IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
Duncan. BC Website online forms and

: registration remain being ATTEND OUR ZOOM

VOL 1PO. looked into. MEETINGS
Alternatively, when able to  If you require a registra- EMAIL YOUR REQUEST TO
meet, they can be made in tion form please email S B R R G L
person. cowichanbeekeep-

ers@gmail.com

The benefits of membership are: Below s our registration form that would npr-

T Joining a community of like minded pegplpmally be filled out at a meeting. With Covid,

1 Mentorship Program this year, that has not been possible. Youcan
T Education copy and paste below or simply send the ih-

1 formation in an email when registering.

Cowichan Beekeepers
2021 Membership Application

[ 1 New Membership [ ]Single Membership $20.00
[ 1 Renewal [ ]Family Membership $32.00
[ ] Etransfer to Cowichanbeekeepers@gmail.com

[ 1 Cheque can be mailed to PO Box 413 Duncan, BC V9L 1P0

Note: A family membership consists of 2 adults in the same household and
minor children. 2 adults will have 1 vote each.

Member #1 Name: Member #2 Name:

Surname First Name Surname First Name
Email: Email:
Phone: Phone:

I am located in Cowichan Valley (circle one): North West South Duncan Other:

Permission to share email on members listonly Y[ ] N [ ]
Permission to share phone on members listonly Y[ ] N [ ]
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COWICHAN BUZZ...

CAPPED BROOD

ﬁ ' (_ILARVAE

CAPPED HONEY

Above pictured is a typical frame with all the stores required for brood
rearing such as the pollen and nectar located close to the brood rear-
ing.area.

It has been a cold spring so far and althoug
many beekeepers are anxious to open up thgir
hives to see what is happening, make sure tha
the weather is warm enough. Pulling frame
when temps are below 16C can result in chille
brood.

To the side you can see an egdg, like a small
grain of rice standing erect in the centre of th
cell. Over the next 3 days it will lean to the si
and eventually curl passing from the egg stag
to the larval stage.

Pictured above are eggs to lar-
val stage where the lavae is nopv
being fed Royal Jelly. For the
first 3 days all castes are fed

Royal Jelly, unless you are to e
queen your diet will become
e bread after 3 days.

a4

Using dark foundation in your brood chambers makes it easier to see
Remember to hold the frame up with the sun coming from behind you hile
you tilt the frame slightly back and forth to see the eggs.

BEE BREAD
Bee bread is a mixture of pollen and nectar/ honey. This substance is the main source of food for honey be¢ workers
and larvae. The exact composition of the bee bread varies depending on the plants that the bees forage frojn. This

not only changes at different locations but also with the seasons and even at different times of the day.

Scientists have found that the bees add extra secretions andorigamisms (such as bacteria and mould) to thejbee
bread. These additions help break down some of the pollen and release amino acids and other nutrients from the pol
len.
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AGH (Asian Giant Hornet)

Last year, 2020, there were reported sightings of
AGH, here in the Cowichan Valley. In conjunction with

https:// www.

Copy and past the above link to

European Hornet

cbec.
was hi-hgageng adigm shtotr-h e$5 9525

. BC Apiculture, Cowichan Beekeepers assisted in an-
ecao/l uembs /a }]

g gb““sf\‘N%r?r{g RigHtihd calfs and by setting and monitoring

traps. No AGH were found. Another year of vigilant
. monitoring, with no AGH found and the area/island
arecent news item orGAY would be considered AGH free.

What can you do?

1 Familiarize yourself with identification of AGH.

1 If you spot a suspect wasp try to take a picture or
capture if safely possible.

1 Put out traps and monitor.

1 Call your club executive if you believe you have

spotted an AGH

The following links at
the side will help you

with identification, hoy

to build a wasp trap
and deterrents.

The Richmond Beekeepers Association is putting on another event open to everyone and free
to join! We invite you and your clubs to join us for a Zoom talk oksthe Giant Hor-
netonTuesday, April 13th 7:00 PM 8:30 PM PDTThis event requires regist;@k

https:// www. exaesngabehrott-ia e-£ ad ®ipdmehpeu b-¢ a ta d a

Ius—tai c-kéePrs867072541

www.wikihow.com/ldentdfWasps

https://www.thespruce.com/hete-makea-wasptrap-
138906 7#:~:text=Use%20a%?20few%20inches%200f,the%20cap%
200f%20the%?20bottle.

https:/ /|l earn. ear whaecaosnyt.rcoolmi/ gui des/ natur al
BEEKEEPERS CHECKLIST
Dandelion nectar flow should be starting soon and the bee
required by dandelion time unless it is a @ew hive buildin

1 Put pheromone wasp traps
around your bee yard to
help prevent future wasp
and hornet problems.

Keep feeding any weaker
hives to encourage the
increase in bee population.
If a colony size is not in-
creasing or you see a scat-
tered laying/brood pat-
tern, the queen may be
running out of eggs. Re-
place the queen.

Consider equalizing your
hives (that are free of
pests and disease), by

Take out and replace
brood chamber frames with
excessive drone cells and
replace with worker comb
or with full sheers of foun-
dation.

either combining weak Occur. Have a swarm catchin
hives using the newspa- box ready and available. Use
per method, or by boost-& SWarm lure pheromone in the
ing smaller colonies with box to attract the honey bees.

frames of brood from  As the brood chamber fills 7
your stronger colonies. out of 10 frames with bees,
Typically i brood, @é&liénasdthoneypaddi
to nurse weak colonies. honey super with drawn comb
They are more vulnerabl@bove the top brood super.

Check regularly (every 19
days) for signs of swarming.
Remove queen cells and

to pests and disease,
and they may spread
disease.

Develop your plan to
prevent swarms or to
deal with them if they

Add a queen excluder be-
tween the brood and honey
chamber if this is your practice.
If you are adding a honey
super with foundation (versusﬂ
drawn comb) do not use a
gueen excluder.

create space for the queen
to lay eggs in the brood
chamber.

Varroa mite treatments must
be completed and removed
before adding honey su-
pers.
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COWICHAN BUZZ...

$FURVYV

also known as the bee yard 2.
piece of equipment designed to hold the honeycomb 3.
large group of bees hanging together, one atop another 5.
immature bees that have not yet emerged from their cells7.
second stage of bee metamorphosis 8.
0. a colony that contains a laying queen 11.
2. jaws of a bee used to from the honey comb, scrape poller3.

and fight 17.
. third stage in development of honey bee
. the stealing of nectar or honey by bees of another colony18.

home
17. the principal sugar in nectar
19. collected and used by honey bees as their source of protein

https://crosswordlabs.com/embed/bee - keeping

. worker bee searching for a new source of food, water or new

'RZQ
|l ocated on the top
Sweet fragrant liquid secreted by plants
the male honey bee
the formation of sugar crystals in honey
Used for housing a colony of bees
a thin layer of wax used to cover the cull cells of honey
dividing a colony to increase number of hives
large number of bees that leave the hive to establish a new
colony
The hexagonal compartment of comb built by honeybees

of the bee

Answer on 13 (most of
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