
 

some nosema was found, mites 

was a greater contributing fac-

tor to deadouts we found in the 

spring of 2021. 

By May2021, the club pur-

chased bee suits, gloves, micro-

scopes and marking pens which 

were deployed to help mem-

bers gain experience in the 

field to learn what is in the hive 

from another perspective than  

just our own eyes.  One of our 

goals was to understand and 

promote inquiry on how mites 

can potentially spread from one 

apiary to another.  Members of 

our club participated in a field 

day as part of a “Drone study”.  

There were 4 apiaries within 3 

kilometers that participated in 

checking for and/or marking 

drones.  The largest apiary of 

30 ish hives marked 12 thorax-

es per hive with a single distin-

guishable colour representing 

one hive.  Within that one month 

of monitoring drones were 

found in other hives and many 

times not in adjacent hives within 

the same apiary.  This is more 

than just accidental “drift of 

bees” due to inaccurate naviga-

tion.  In one case one of the 

Coloured drones from the larg-

est apiary was found in an api-

ary approximately 1 kilometer 

from the apiary the drone origi-

nated.  Zero drones from the 

smaller apiar, with the smaller 

hives, wer sighted in the hives in 

the larger apiary.  
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As President of the Cowichan 

Beekeepers this 2021 season, 

I am very thankful for having 

a strong executive and mem-

bership.  All efforts this year 

represented here are be-

cause of a group effort of 

Vice President Marie Cairns, 

secretary Carol Newington, 

Treasurer, Cindy Liboiron, and 

directors Dan Graham, Bruce 

Cairns and Blair Herbert.  This 

year we noted there was an 

increase in the number of 

“newbee” beekeepers, and it 

was clear that goals for the 

2021 year needed to be —  

Bee Health” due to the very 

high fall/winter losses of 

2020 (most areas in Cowi-

chan suffered over 50% hive 

losses).  The main reason for 

the hive losses by members 

was reported to be largely 

due to mites.  On behalf of 

the Cowichan Beekeepers, I 

applied for a $5,000 grant 

from the BC government to 

help coach/inform and im-

prove local public knowledge 

about effective ways of pro-

moting bee health in Cowi-

chan.  The grant’s scope was 

year long and it was about a 

drone study, communicating 

with public and teaching peo-

ple about honey bee health. 

Guest speakers we chose this 

year were about hive health and 

successful apiaries.  Our first 

speaker of the year was our 

South Island bee inspector Tara 

Galpin.  She spoke specifically 

about bacteria, viruses, pests and 

identifying bee health issues.  

Our South Island Bee Inspector 

also spoke about methods of 

treatments and her role in im-

proving bee health in Cowichan. 

The next guest speaker for our 

club was President of the BC 

Honey Producer’s association 

Heather Higo.  She spoke about 

queen rearing, queen castles, 

and provided examples of 2 “up 

and coming” potential of local 

beekeepers supplying our area 

and areas beyond our area.  Her 

presentation was about how the-

se 2 apiaries were supplement-

ing local colonies (Apiary #1 

near Armstrong and Apiary #2 

in the lower mainland), and sup-

plying Alberta with queens.  The 

3rd guest lecturer was Tara Gal-

pin who spoke about microscope 

use and how bacteria is collected 

and identified at the Apiculture 

branch.  She spoke about the 

difficulty of using microscopes 

and the method and the easier 

method of how we could submit 

50 bees in a specific was to the 

ministry for analysis with no cost.  

Following this presentation, Cliff 

Daynes and myself (and a few 

others) used our club equipment 

to learn more about bees and 

looking for nosema in dead-out 

colonies specifically.  Although 
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The Cowichan Buzz…. 

We wish you a 
very merry holiday 
season!   
May you and your 
bees stay warm 
and dry! 

 

Winter time is the 
time to plan, make 

goals, read and 
build 

Don’t forget your 
winter treatment 

for mites! 
 

Usually done in 
Dec or January 

We have a vote 
on the budget 

coming up soon  
so remember  

you need to be 
registered to vote. 

 

 BITS & PIECES 

Still looking for gift ideas for your favourite Beekeeper? 
A must have—Honey Bee Diseases Pests $15 

Club T-shirts  $20.00 
Contact Club at Cowichanbeekeepers@gmail.com 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/
gov/content/industry/
agriculture-seafood/animals
-and-crops/animal-
production/bees/bee-
courses 

Beekeeping Course 

Watch for a mem-
ber survey on the 

website.   
Coming soon! 

Have questions? 
Or suggestions 

 
Contact us. 

 



 

Registrations and renewals 

are now accepted online at 

Cowichanbeekeepers.ca  

Alternatively, a cheque 

(please do not send cash) can 

be mailed to: 

Cowichan Beekeepers 

PO Box 413 

Duncan, BC 

V9L 1P0 

Payments can also be made 

in person at meetings. 

 

A family registration $32 

consists of 1or 2 adults plus 

minor children within the 

same household.  A single 

membership is $20.00 

 

Website  — 

Register Online at: 

Cowichanbeekeepers.ca  
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The Next Meeting is  
Jan 19th 

 

BE A GUEST… 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

 

YOU ARE WELCOME TO 

ATTEND 2 MEETINGS  

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

ATTEND OUR ZOOM 

MEETINGS  

EMAIL YOUR REQUEST TO 

COWICHANBEEKEEPERS@GMAIL.COM 

The benefits of mem-
bership are: 
 
 Joining a commu-

nity of like minded 
people 

 Mentorship Pro-
gram 

 Education 
 
  

President’s message 
cont’d 
 
Another apiary 2.5 km away 
did not site foreign coloured 
drones from the other 3 api-
aries.  The purpose of the 
drone study was to directly 
illustrate that  in the tens of 
thousands of bees in a hive, 
even the precious few that 
were marked were recorded 
as moving between hives in 
the same apiary.  In an api-
ary 1 km away, 1 drone was 
sited, and this should be 
concerning enough that bee-
keepers need to concerned 
with area’s community hive 
health. 
 
Beekeepers should be ac-
tively managing their mites 
especially because many 
parts of Cowichan have high 
to very beehive densities 
compared to other regions in 
the province.  A common 
mite treatment plan was dis-
cussed, and a document 
was made as a general 
guide for beekeepers to use 
that is posted to the Cowi-
chan Beekeeper website for 
both members and non 
members. 

The goal for this season was to 
improve communication with the 
public about the importance of 
honeybees and honeybee health.  
The remaining portion of the 
government grant was used to 
improve our website with new 
content for general community 
member use.  Information sur-
rounding issues such as pollina-
tion, bee health, bee forage, mite 
treatments, pests, pesticides and 
local community professionals.  
This website is starting to host 
resources produced with their 
environment using microscopes.  
4 kindergarten classes visited an 
apiary and students learned 
about honeybees, pollination, 
bee forage, and honey bee pests.  
We are continuing to generate 
materials to help educators help 
students explore more about the 
honey bee which will also help 
community  understanding in 
general. 
This year’s 2021 Cowichan Ex-
hibition went off without a hitch.  
Special thank-you to our Judges 
Tie Fraser and John Magdanz for 
their time and effort in this diffi-
cult job of ranking products from 
the hive.  It is my hope that more 
beekeepers continue to enter in 
this competition to  continue to 

Show the importance of bees, 
bee health and local food 
security with other farmers. 
 
The Cowichan Beekeeper’s 
Society continues t attract 
new members every year and 
we are a social group of peo-
ple who share common inter-
es in Honey bee health and 
beekeeping.  We meet via the 
“Zoom” app, and in person 
when COVID regulations 
allow.  Beekeeping requires 
knowledge, and it is advised 
to join a club before purchas-
ing equipment and bees be-
cause there is a steep learning 
curve for the microscopic 
world of insects.  The first 
meeting of 2022 is January 
19th Wednesday.  For more 
information, Facebook Cowi-
chan Beekeepers group, 
email cowichanbeekeep-
er@gmail.com or visit our 
website 
www.cowichanbeekeepers.ca 
 
Ian Low 
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Reasons why trees provide substantial habitat improvement over garden 
flowers include: 

 Physical size and dimensions. Trees are three dimensional, they grow into the air and produce 
thousands of more blossoms than garden flowers or shrubs. 

 Protein content. Protein content of some tree pollen is much higher than garden flowers – sort of 
like a bee and pollinator superfood. 

 Travel time between flowers. Bees want flowers in close proximity, less than 6 inches away nor-
mally. On tree flowers, this is easily doable, but garden flowers are often much further than 6 inch-
es apart – even more so with sporadic herbaceous flowers in a lawn. 

Trees specifically adapt to assist pollinators in their journey: 

FRUIT TREES, INCLUDING FRUITLESS VARIETIES 
Fruit trees like apples, crabapples, plums, pears, and peaches, are all excellent sources of protein rich 
pollen and nectar for bees. Many of these varieties require bees to pollinate them before they make 
fruit. If you don’t want fruit growing in your yard, consider a fruitless variety. Most fruit trees produce 
flowers in the spring. 

BIG LEAF MAPLE, Acer macrophyllum 
Big Leaf Maples are one of the first trees to establish in new forests. This species if also one of the 
main sources of pollen for mason bees. It provides forage for some animal species, and act’s as a 
nurse tree while other plant species develop under it’s canopy. This is a low-land forest tree. Native 
from, Southern Alaska, all the way to CA. This tree produces a great amount of pollen. It is pollinated 
by many species, including multiple types of bees, beetle, and fly. 

LINDEN TREES, Tilia cordata & Tilia americana 
The Linden tree produces small yellowish-white flowers which are also very fragrant. The blooms ar-
rive beginning in late spring and continue into summer. Consider both the Silver Linden, and the Lit-
tleleaf Linden tree. 

BLACK LOCUST, Robinia pseudoacacia 
In late spring, this locust will produce clusters of aromatic white flowers. A beautiful yellow color ap-
pears in the fall. Please note, this species is not suitable in a garden, because it drops a lot of seed, 
and propagates which creates a lot of maintenance. It also has brittle wood. A better place for this 
species is in an out-of-the-way area. Consider using it as a hedge row. 



Vision Statement 

 
To provide a safe, respectful environment for learning, and sharing common 
interest in beekeeping related practices for the purposes of acting in the inter-
est of bee health, bee forage, competent beekeeping and a healthy environ-

The Cowichan Buzz... 

2021 –2022 EXECUTIVE 
 

President…………….Ian Low 
 
Vice President ....Marie Cairns 
 
Secretary… Carol Newington 
 
Treasurer……...Erika Higgins 
 
Directors: 
 
Jane Wines 
Blair Herbert 

Bruce Cairns 
 
You can reach your executive 
thru cowichanbeekeepers.ca 

ADVERTISING PRICING 
ADVERTISING PRICE LIST: 

 

Business Card Size: 
Paid  & Life Members      free 
Unpaid Members    $10 
Members with a Bee business   $10 
 

Page Ads: 
1/4 Page ad     $25 
1/3 Page ad     $35 
1/2 Page ad     $45 
 Full Page ad                          $75 
 
Prepaid multiple insertions discount: 
 
2 insertions   5%  discount 
3 insertions  10% discount 
4 insertions  15% discount 
5 insertions  20% discount 
6 + insertions  25% discount 
 
Contact cowichanbeekeepers@gmail.com for 
more information 

 
Life Members 

 

 
Jan Hardie 

 
Larry Lindahl 

 
Leila Long 

 
Jacques Marc 

 
Steve Mitchell 

 

 

Send your questions or feedback to cowichanbeekeep-
ers@gmail.com 

 
 

Welcome on board! 
 

Our new Treasurer—Erika Higgins 
 

And 
 

Director Jane Wines 

WE   
 

WISH YOU  
 

 A 
VERY  

 
MERRY  

CHRISTMAS  
 

AND A  
 

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR! 


