
  

WINTERIZING YOUR BEES 
MEETINGS 

 
Held the 3rd Wednesday 

of the month  
@ the HUB 

 
2375 Koksilah Road 

7PM 
Doors open 6:30 PM 

BEGINNER CORNER 6:30-7PM     

AUG MEETING —  

    SEPTEMBER 21ST 

ALSO AVAILABLE BY ZOOM 
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September 2022 

C O W I C H A N  B E E K E E P E R S  

The weather may seem 
unseasonably warm now, 
and the thought of winter 
a long way off, but it is 
time to think about winter-
izing your bees.  What is 
happening in the hive? 
What will they require for 
food and protection? 
Now that you have har-
vested honey, what is 
next?   
Once the honey is re-
moved you will test and 
treat for mites.  Some 
choose to treat with 
Fumagilin B for protection 
against Nosema others 
may use essential oils.  The 
fall feeding of 2:1 syrup 
(2 sugar–1water) begins. 
Smaller hives may be 
merged with another hive 
in hopes of survival. 
 
Just as our ancestors put 
up stores for the winter so 
must our bees have stores 
to make it thru winter to 
ward off starvation.  We 
remove their honey so we 
need to make sure that we 
leave enough for the bees 
or supplement that which 
we have taken. 
 
Most, especially beginners, 
run 2 deep hives.  It is usu-
ally said that the bottom 2 
boxes are the bees and  
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Here in the Pacific North-
west our winters can be 
very wet.  A killer for our 
bees.  Bees can withstand 
cold but they cannot en-
dure the wet.  Keeping 
them dry is a must. Cover-
ing your bees to protect 
from the rain is a must.  
Raising the lid 1/8th of 
an inch to allow conden-
sation to escape are ex-
amples how you can aid 
your bees.   
 
Wrapping your hives, 
particularly small hives 
helps the bees to maintain  
a more even temperature. 
 
When  in the dead of 
winter, when the queen is 
not laying and the hive is 
broodless is the ultimate 
time to do an Oxalyc va-
pour treatment to kill any 
mites that may still be 
lingering about. 
 
If you have done all of 
the above, fingers 
crossed, you will see your 
bees in the spring. 
 
September 24th is a field 
day focusing on winteriz-
ing.  Hope to see you 
there! 

you may harvest what is  
above.  An amount of 
food to be left for the 
bee equates to 7 frames 
of honey and 3 of pollen. 
 
When the winter tem-
perature drops the bees 
go into cluster, a state of 
torpor, forming a ball 
across 5-7 frames.  They 
rotate, like penguins, 
keeping the cluster at an 
average 92 degrees. If 
kept dry and are able to 
reach their honey, or bee 
candy in an emergency, 
they will probably sur-
vive.   
 
When they cluster, feed-
ing drops to a minimum, 
there is little or no egg 
laying. However, if they 
are wet and cold the tem-
perature drops in the hive 
and they eat their stores, 
the numbers decline and 
they die. 
 
Besides food, bees re-
quire protection from the 
elements and predators.   
 
Mounting a mouse guard 
on your hive will keep 
mice from their winter 
vacation in the hive.  A 
great B&B destination  
where it is warm with lots 
of food! 



Entry Deadline      : Sep 8 extended!! 
 
Place       : Entry form goes to Mellor Hall   
   building in Duncan, BC 
 
Entry Fee      : $1 per entry 
 
Classes #1-7  #1 White, #2 Golden, #3 Amber, #4 Novice 
   #5 Granulated, #6 Section & #7 Full frame 
  
 Honey       : -Only one entry per person per class 
   - Class 4 is “Novice” Honey.  Come to  
   next meeting to pick up your 3 free  
   jars (novices) Novice- meaning having   
   not entered a competition before 
   - Classes 1—5 must have 375ml jars  
   x3 for each class entry  
    
Classes #8 –10  
 
Products From the Hive : #8 Bees wax, #9 Pollen, #10 Hive derived   
   creations,  #12 Mead 
  
Classes #11–15         
  
Innovations & Education: #11 Apiculture gadgets and Art, #13 Ob= 
   servation hive. #14 Photography, #15  

Enter the Cowichan Exhibition   

Cowichan Buzz….. 

DID YOUR KNOW? 

Do you have honey to ex-
tract? 
 
The Club has an extractor for 
rent.  $10.00 per day 
 
Contact the Club for more 
info. 
 
 

Come On!! 
 

Try entering the  
Cowichan Exhibition 

 
HONEY 
WAX 
MEAD 

FRAME OF HONEY 
DISPLAY EXHIBIT 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
PRODUCTS FROM 

THE HIVE 
INNOVATIONS 
EDUCATION 

161 MEMBERS 
 

We have 70 new  
beekeepers this year  
and we now total 161  

members.  Of that 
161 members, 134 

are paid up and eligi-
ble to vote 

 
Elections are coming 

up next month in Octo-
ber and you need to 
be paid up to vote. 

TEAM DEPOT 
The trailer that was gener-
ously donated to the club to 
be used as a mobile educa-
tion unit is being considered 
by HOME DEPOT  to be a 
TEAM DEPOT project. 
 
Plans were submitted of our 
requirements and upon ap-
proval of Head Office, we 
could partner with Home De-
pot on this project. 
 
In addition to club use, the 
main purpose of this trailer is 
to travel to schools. 
 
We will keep you posted! 
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Are you a member 
under 19 and are 
keen to get started 
in beekeeping.  
There may be help.  
Read more page 5 

 

 
Cowichan  
Exhibition  

Sep 16-18th  
 

Sep 24th 10 am 
2125 Koksilah 

Field Day 
 

Winterizing 
your bees 

 Regular Meeting 
At the Hub 

 
Doors open 6:30 
 
Zoom starts at 7 

 
 
 

 

Workshops held 
at 2125 Koksilah  

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING? 

Workshop 
12;30—2 pm 

Make your own 
candy board 

 
Insurance for your 

hive! 
Sep 21st 

 

 
Workshop 

2:30—4 pm 
 

How to make a  
winter wrap 

Thank you to our Prize sponsors of  
the Cobble Hill Fair and  the 
Cowichan Exhibition: 
 
 BEEHAVEN  
 HARDIE HONEY 
 LINDAHL FARMS 
 GREAT GREENS MARKET 
 COUNTRY GROCER 
 THRIFTYS 
 REAL CANADIAN SUPERSTORE 
 HAPPY LOW MARKET 
 ALDERLEE BEES 
 COWICHAN VALLEY BEE SUPPLIES 

We would also like to thank— 
 
 ISLAND SAVINGS CENTRE 
 
For their kind donations for draw/
auction prizes. 
 
 
 

Do you need to wrap your bees? or provide a 
candy board? 
 
I think the answer is no but it will give them a 
better chance at survival.   
 
If you are breeding queens to sell you may want 
the strongest, those that can weather the winters.  
If a breeder, you probably have more than one 
or two hives and can afford to lose a percent-
age of your hives chalked up to winter losses.  
But if you only have one or two hives, particu-
larly if they are new and do not have a lot of 
stores you may consider a candyboard and/or 
a winterwrap and call it insurance. 
 
It is also shown to be easier on the bees for them 
to be insulated resulting in less fluctuation of 
temperature.  
 
It is one of those things—ask 2 beekeepers the 
same question and get 3 different answers. 

 
To pamper or not to pamper!   

 
The choice is yours 
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THANK YOU!! 

 
 
 
 
Thank you Pat for your constant 
support of the Cowichan Bee-
keepers. 
 
You are constantly referring cus-
tomers to the club where they will 
receive information and support. 
 
Thank you for your donation of 
sweatshirts you decided to clear 
from your stock.  We sold them at 
the Cobble Hill Fair. 
 
Lastly, for your donation of jars 
for our novice competition. I am 
sure that it factored into why we 
had so many novice entries! 

Thank you to all  Volunteers at the Cobble Hill Fair 
 

Jane Wines  
David and Anna Mohler 

Raven Dales 
Anne MacKay 
Susan Hopkins 
Brenda Sanders 

Ian Low 
Larry Lindahl 
Bruce Cairns 
Marie Cairns 

 
These functions would not be possible without you 

THANK YOU!!! 
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It has been a busy year for 
swarms but we also received a 
call for help to remove bees 
from a building. 
 
This is an apartment block on 
Dobson Street which is under 
renovation.  It was noticed that 
bees were flying in and out by 
the intersection of the bellyband  
and balcony. 

So 4 of us met; David Mohler, Raven Dales, 
Debbie April and Marie Cairns and we took 
on the challenge.  Pictured above is David 
Mohler getting ready to cut out the combs of 

As the comb was cut out they 
were passed to Raven who car-
ried them to Debbie and  myself 
where the 3 of us gently placed 
them into an open frarme securing 
them with elastic bands.  They 
were then placed in one of the 
corplast nuc boxes that were 
brought along. 
 
Pictured below is Debby April  
vacuuming out the empty cavity 
of the remaining bees. 

The bees were taken to a neighbor’s 
property and joined over a nucleus col-
ony as we didn’t see a queen.  
We returned another day to look in the 
next joist cavity but there were no 
bees.  The remaining bees were vac-
uumed and rejoined with the others. 
 
If successfully overwintered this year, 
this will be the second club hive. 
 
Thank you to David, Raven and Debby 
for your assistance. 
 
It was a learning experience for us all! 
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It is Wasp Season!!  And they are still here this month! 
 
Why Put out Traps? 
 
To manage existing wasp problem by trapping/killing spring queens. Workers  may also be captured in the 
summer using meat bait and fall (emerging) queens may also be trapped/killed. 
  
Types of Traps 
 
There are many different types of traps. Simple bottle traps have been created that can accommodate wasps 
and hornets. 
 
Type of Bait 
 
SWEET CARBOHYDRATES: SPRING (MARCH-MAY) 
 
Recipe #1 
 2 Tablespoons of sugar or honey 
 350 mil of beer 
 
 
PROTEIN in the SUMMER AND FALL (JUNE-NOVEMBER) 
 
Mashed raw fish, or other meat diluted to 25% of solutions (as above) 
 
How Many? 
 
Minimum one trap for every unique apiary location 
 
Where? 
 
At hive site, off the ground (3 meters high).  Not necessarily right at the hive as this may attract wasps to the 
hives. 
 
In full sun. 
 
On a tree.  If available ,put trap up on an oak tree (eg Garry Oak), elms, pussy willow or other sap producing 
trees in the Spring. 
 
When? 
 
Around or above 10-12 Celsius or 50-54 Fahrenheit 
 
How Often to Check the Traps 
 
Every week to empty dead wasps or hornets 
 
Re-bait frequency 
 
Every 2 weeks or more often, especially when the traps fill with wasps.   

Recipe #2 
 200 ml of water 
 3 Tablespoons of sugar or honey 
 150 ml of vinegar 
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COMING NEXT WEEK!! 
 

SEPT 16th  - 18th  
 

the 154th  annual  
 

COWICHAN EXHIBITION   
 
 

Join us!! 
 
 
 

Enter your honey or creation into the 
fair! 

 

 
Welcome to all New Members this year! 
 
We are glad that you joined us and are 
happy to share this learning curve together. 
 
The information in these newsletters can be-
come repetitive for those who have been 
members longer.   
Please take the opportunity to read through 
past newsletters that can be found on the 
Cowichan Beekeepers website at cowichan-
beekeepers.ca 
The newsletters were designed to discuss 
timely and upcoming items relevant to the 
bees. 

Cowichan Buzz…. 

HEADS UP!! 
 

Free Bees!! Catching a Swarm!! 
 

What to do with that swarm? 
 

We speak of swarm catching and for 
sure your first swarm is exciting but 

for the beekeepers who lack experi-
ence in swarm catching, your free 

bees could be deadly! 
 

Isolate that swarm from your apiary 
until you know they are healthy and 

have been treated, before introducing 
them to your apiary. 



Vision Statement 
 
To provide a safe, respectful environment for learning, and sharing common 
interest in beekeeping related practices for the purposes of acting in the inter-
est of bee health, bee forage, competent beekeeping and a healthy environ-

The Cowichan Buzz... 

2020 –2021 EXECUTIVE 
 

President…………….Ian Low 
 
Vice President ....Marie Cairns 
 
Secretary… Carol Newington 
 
Treasurer……...Erika Higgins 
Directors: 
 
Jane Wines 
Blair Herbert 
Bruce Cairns 
 
You can reach your executive 
thru cowichanbeekeepers.ca 

ADVERTISING PRICING 
 
Business Card Size: 
Paid  & Life Members      free 
Unpaid Members    $10 
Members with a Bee business   $10 
 
Page Ads: 
1/4 Page ad     $25 
1/3 Page ad     $35 
1/2 Page ad     $45 
 Full Page ad                          $75 
 
Prepaid multiple insertions discount: 
 
2 insertions   5%  discount 
3 insertions  10% discount 
4 insertions  15% discount 
5 insertions  20% discount 
6 + insertions  25% discount 
 
Contact cowichanbeekeepers@gmail.com for 
more information 

 
Life Members 

 

 
Jan Hardie 

 
Larry Lindahl 

 
Leila Long 

 
Jacques Marc 

 
Steve Mitchell 

 

  

Send your questions or feedback to  
cowichanbeekeepers@gmail.com 

 
REMINDER!! 

 
In Person Meeting at the HUB 

 
Wednesday,  September 21st 

 
Doors open 6:30 pm 

Life has been busy! 
 

Apologies for the  
Short  

Newsletter! 
 

If you have ideas or contribu-
tions please let us know and 

contact the club. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY  
MARIA ELI C. SANTOS 

 
If you have photos or ideas you 
would like to share please send 
them to Marie at 
 
vpcowichanbeekeeers@gmail.com 


